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National office of Nurse-Family Partnership honors Kane Kares 
 
Representatives of the national office of the Nurse-Family Partnership honored Kane County 
today for having enrolled more than 500 clients in Kane County’s Nurse-Family Partnership 
program, known locally as Kane Kares, at Tuesday’s meeting of the Kane County Public Health 
Committee. Serving an especially high-risk population, the Kane County Nurse-Family 
Partnership continues to produce quality results. The program has expanded from the initial 100-
family project in November, 2001, and now has two teams of nurse-family home visitors, one in 
Elgin and one in Aurora. 
 
Health Committee Chairman Gerry Jones was recognized for his leadership in developing and 
maintaining the Kane Kares program. Kane Kares nurses also received recognition from the 
national office. A current client of the Kane Kares program was in attendance at the meeting 
with her baby and stated how the Kane Kares Nurse-Family Partnership has positively affected 
her life. 
 
Kane has enrolled 539 women. The median age is 17, two full years younger than the Nurse-
Family Partnership median age. In fact, 300 were between 15 and 17 years old. 
 
Demographics: 
 

• Ethnicity: 71.1 percent are Hispanic, 12.2 percent African American, 13.6 percent white 
(non-Hispanic)  

 
• An impressive 52.5 percent enrolled by 16 weeks of pregnancy, well above the 42 

percent for Nurse-Family Partnership nationally.  
 
 

• There were statistically significant reductions in both tobacco and alcohol use.  
 
 

• More than 77 percent of clients initiated breast feeding, exceeding the Nurse-Family 
Partnership goal of 75 percent. This is an especially notable achievement in light of the 
young maternal age of the Kane population.  

 



 
“The Nurse-Family Partnership National Service Office acknowledges the Kane County Board 
for their vision in brining the Nurse-Family Partnership to Kane County 7th years ago – the 
program has now served over 500 women.  We would like to honor each of the nurses in 
program with a certificate and those serving 3 years or more with a pin in special 
acknowledgement of their longevity and mastery of the program,” said Kellie L. Teter, MPA, 
Program Manager, Nurse-Family Partnership National Service Office. 
 
The Nurse-Family Partnership is an evidence-based nurse home visitation program that improves 
the health, well-being and self-sufficiency of low-income, first time parents and their children. 
Few social programs can boast scientifically demonstrated outcomes through randomized 
controlled trials, and even fewer have demonstrated multi-generational outcomes that benefit 
society economically and reduce long-term social service expenditures. 
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